Leader's Guide
""Maddening Rage Against The Lamb Of
God" - John 11:45-53

Unedited Al-generated document from a sermon preached by Dr. Mark Beach
Opening Prayer

Take a moment to pray, asking God to open your hearts and minds
to understand His Word and apply it to your lives.

Scripture Reading

Read John 11:38-53 together.

Introduction

This discussion guide explores themes from Dr. Beach's sermon on
the opposition Jesus faced after raising Lazarus from the dead, and

how God worked through even hostile human intentions to
accomplish His plan of salvation.

Discussion Questions
Unbelievable Unbelief
1. What were the two different responses to Jesus raising
Lazarus from the dead? What does this teach us about how

people respond to miracles and God's work today?

(Possible Answers: Some people believed in Jesus after
seeing the miracle, while others went to report it to the
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Pharisees with hostile intent. This shows that even the most
powerful evidence can lead to either faith or hardened
opposition. Today, people still respond to God's work with
either belief or rejection, sometimes using the same
evidence to draw opposite conclusions.)

2. The Sanhedrin had access to scriptural prophecies (Isaiah
29:18-19, 35:5-6, 61:1) that should have helped them
recognize Jesus as the Messiah. Why do you think they
failed to connect these prophecies with Jesus' miraculous
works?

(Possible Answers: They may have been blinded by their
preconceptions about what the Messiah would be like; they
were focused on protecting their power and positions; they
interpreted Scripture through the lens of their traditions
rather than allowing it to challenge them; their fear of
Rome and desire for political security overshadowed their
spiritual discernment.)

3. In what ways do we sometimes demonstrate "unbelievable
unbelief" in our own lives, even when evidence of God's
work is before us?

(Possible Answers: We may pray for God's help but then
try to solve problems on our own; we might witness God's
provision but continue to worry about the future; we can
read about God's promises but live as if they don't apply to
us; we might intellectually believe in God's power but
practically live as functional atheists; we may doubt God's
goodness when facing suffering despite past experiences of
His faithfulness.)

The Maddeningly Rage
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4. The religious leaders were more afraid of Rome than they
were of God. What "Romes" do we fear more than God in
our lives today?

(Possible Answers: Public opinion; social media criticism;
financial insecurity; loss of status or reputation; career
setbacks; government regulations or policies; cultural
pressure to conform; family disapproval; health concerns
that we place above spiritual priorities.)

5. The sermon states: "What am | living for? Some secular
empire? Your best life now with health and wealth and
whatever you can get out of it?" How does this challenge
you to examine your own priorities?

(Possible Answers: It challenges us to consider whether
our primary goals are material or spiritual; it asks whether
we're more concerned with earthly comfort than eternal
significance; it prompts us to evaluate if we're pursuing
prosperity rather than God's kingdom; it questions whether
our daily decisions reflect worldly values or biblical
principles.)

6. How can fear of earthly consequences (like the leaders' fear
of Rome) blind us to spiritual realities and opportunities?

(Possible Answers: Fear can make us compromise our
values to avoid conflict; it can lead us to make decisions
based on self-preservation rather than obedience to God; it
might prevent us from sharing our faith to avoid rejection;
it can cause us to miss God's purposes when they involve
risk or discomfort; it may lead us to trust human solutions
over divine guidance.)

The Prophetic Verdict
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7. Caiaphas said, "It is better for you that one man should die
for the people, not that the whole nation should perish."
How did God transform these words spoken from evil
motives into prophetic truth?

(Possible Answers: God used Caiaphas' words about
political expediency to articulate the substitutionary
purpose of Christ's death; what Caiaphas meant as a
cynical political calculation became a declaration of God's
redemptive plan; words intended to preserve power became
words proclaiming salvation; God demonstrated His
sovereignty by using even the high priest's evil intentions to
announce divine truth.)

8. The sermon highlights how "what Caiaphas means by it
and what God intends by it are worlds totally apart.” How
have you seen God work through difficult or even hostile
circumstances to accomplish His purposes?

(Possible Answers: Personal examples of how hardship led
to growth or new opportunities; instances where opposition
to faith created opportunities to witness; historical
examples of how persecution spread Christianity;
situations where someone's harmful intentions ended up
creating good outcomes; times when rejection led to better
paths forward.)

9. What does it mean that Jesus "came in order to die" rather
than death happening to Him accidentally?

(Possible Answers: It means Christ's death was purposeful
and planned, not accidental; it shows Jesus was in control
of His mission even when others thought they were
controlling Him; it reveals that the cross was God's plan
from the beginning, not a backup plan; it demonstrates
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Christ's willingness to sacrifice Himself for our salvation;
it fulfills the prophecies that the Messiah would suffer.)

The Call to Radical Faith

10.

11.

12.

What does the sermon mean by calling us to "a blessed rage
of faith" in contrast to the "maddening rage against the
Lamb of God"?

(Possible Answers: It refers to a passionate, determined
commitment to Christ rather than opposition to Him; it
means channeling our intensity toward advancing God's
kingdom rather than our own interests; it suggests
embracing a holy zeal for redemption rather than worldly
priorities; it calls for an active, energetic faith rather than
passive religiosity; it encourages righteous indignation
against sin in our lives rather than rage against God's
work.)

How does Jesus' death fulfill the purpose of "gathering into
one the children of God who are scattered abroad" (v. 52)?

(Possible Answers: His death breaks down barriers
between people of different backgrounds; it creates a new
humanity united by grace rather than ethnicity; it
establishes the church as a worldwide family; it fulfills
God's promise that all nations would be blessed through
Abraham'’s offspring; it provides the basis for
reconciliation not just between God and humans but
between different human groups.)

The sermon mentions how the gospel reached even the
"unlovable cannibals"” (the Friesians). How does this
challenge our view of who can be reached by the gospel
today?
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(Possible Answers: It reminds us not to write off any group
as too hostile or unreachable; it challenges cultural
prejudices about who "deserves™ the gospel; it
demonstrates that God's love extends to those society
deems unworthy or dangerous; it shows that the gospel can
transform even the most violent or opposed cultures; it
encourages mission work in challenging contexts.)

Application

13. How does this passage shape your understanding of Christ's
suffering and its purpose?

(Possible Answers: It reveals that Christ's suffering was
part of God's sovereign plan, not a failure; it shows how
Jesus willingly embraced suffering for our sake; it connects
Christ's suffering to the gathering of God's global church;
it demonstrates how God can work through even the worst
human actions; it highlights the substitutionary nature of
Christ's death - He suffered so we wouldn't have to face
God's judgment.)

14. In what specific ways can you demonstrate "radical faith"
in your daily life this week?

(Possible Answers: By making decisions based on biblical
principles rather than cultural norms; by speaking about
faith when it might be uncomfortable; by prioritizing
spiritual disciplines despite busy schedules; by showing
love to difficult people; by giving generously even when
finances are tight; by choosing forgiveness rather than
holding grudges; by serving others sacrificially.)

15. How might remembering that God can work even through
opposition and hostility change how you view current
challenges to Christianity?
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(Possible Answers: It can help us remain hopeful rather
than despairing about cultural hostility; it might lead us to
look for how God is using opposition to purify the church;
it could encourage us to respond to critics with grace
rather than defensiveness; it might help us focus on God's
sovereignty rather than cultural anxiety; it can remind us
that Christianity has always thrived under pressure.)

Closing Prayer

Close by thanking God for His sovereign plan of redemption, for
Jesus' willingness to die for us, and ask for help to live with radical
faith in a world that often rages against Him.
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